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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

An open space needs assessment of the Pukekohe-Paerata urban area was undertaken by 

segmenting the area into four spaces. 

 

The 300ha Wesley live zone development located at the northern end of the Pukekohe-Paerata 

urban area is already underway and an open space assessment was undertaken as part of this 

Pukekohe-Paerata structure plan – parks and open space report process for case study purposes 

only, to test of the Parks and Open Spaces Provision Policy tools within a live zone. The case 

study results were consistent with the Wesley development proposal for open space other than 

there being some uncertainty about the future provision of a suburb park. 

 

The 1600ha Future Urban Zone area in and around the five census area units of Buckland, 

Bledisloe Park, Pukekohe West, Pukekohe North, Paerata and Cape-Hill require up to 40 

additional neighbourhood parks (12-20ha) and up to five additional suburb parks (15-30ha). 

 

Open space gaps were recorded within the existing 1118ha Pukekohe central suburban area. Up 

to 10 additional neighbourhood parks (3-5ha) and an additional suburb park (3-10ha) may be 

required. 

 

The urban area river system is in the order of 26km long and a high level preliminary estimate of 

52ha of esplanade reserve may be required.  

2 INTRODUCTION  

2.1 Background 

 

The 2017 mayoral vision for Auckland is to be a world-class city where talent wants to live.  To 

achieve this we need to consider how the place and people of Auckland will change over the next 

30 years and identify where we need to focus our efforts to ensure our parks and open spaces 

contribute to and enhance Auckland’s liveability.  

 

The open space target set out within the Auckland Plan is to “Maintain and extend an integrated 

network of quality open spaces across the region that meets community needs and provides a 

diverse range of recreational opportunities by 2040”. The benefits arising from urban parks include 

improving biodiversity, increasing property values, influencing physical activity and reducing 

obesity levels as well as local air cooling. Parks and open space contribute to Auckland’s quality of 

life and to the vision for Auckland to be a world-class city. 

 

The Auckland Unitary Plan ‘operative in part’ assists in delivering the mayoral vision and Auckland 

Plan. It also highlights the location of Future Urban Zones (FUZ) including the Pukekohe-Paerata 

FUZ.  
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Population growth is a key driver when planning for future open space in the Pukekohe-Paerata 

Structure Plan area. The 2013 population was almost 21,000 and by 2040 is forecast to more than 

double to 50,000 people.  

 

2.2 Project and scope of report 

 

 Purpose 2.2.1

The purpose of this report is to apply the council’s Parks and Open Spaces Provision Policy tools 

to the Pukekohe-Paerata Structure Plan area and, based on the projected population growth within 

it, present a proposed parks and open space network for the area to enable public discussion and 

feedback. The report also -  

 outlines the strategic and planning context that informs Auckland Council’s parks and open 

space planning;  

 explains the council’s integrated parks and open space network philosophy which focuses 

on creating an accessibility and interconnectivity, and  

 highlights the key components of the council’s parks and open space policy that direct and 

guide the assessment and determination of appropriate parks and open space provision 

levels and their spatial arrangement across the landscape. 

 

 Geographic area in scope 2.2.2

A map of the Pukekohe-Paerata structure plan area is presented within Figure 1 below. The 

structure plan area is broken down further into: 

(a) the 300ha Wesley live zone development area located at the northern end of the 

Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ 

(b) the 1600ha Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ (highlighted in yellow) in and around the five census 

area units of Buckland, Bledisloe Park, Pukekohe West, Pukekohe North, Paerata and 

Cape-Hill 

(c) the open space within the existing 1118ha Pukekohe central suburban area.  
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Figure 1: Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ (structure plan area) 

 
 

 Design-out of scope 2.2.3

The design of parks and open spaces is out of scope for this report. However maintaining a view 

as to how open spaces will be developed to serve the community is essential. The two open space 

design principles that will be considered here are: 1 

 that parks are well connected with the surrounding environment, both visually and 
physically  

 ensuring that designs maximise accessibility, and provide safe and legible movement 
networks that cater for a range of people. 

3 STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

3.1 Strategic and policy context for the council’s parks and open space 

planning  

 

The following are key documents that underpin and guide strategic policy and operational direction 

of the council when planning for provision of Auckland’s parks and open spaces. 

 

 Auckland Plan  3.1.1

The Auckland Plan is a 30-year plan for Auckland and it takes account of anticipated population 

growth of one million people by 2040 and adopts a compact city approach where 60-70 per cent of 

                                            
1
 Auckland Design Manual - http://www.aucklanddesignmanual.co.nz/project-type/parks/hub/sport-and-active-

recreation/guidance/connect/introduction 
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Auckland’s growth will occur within existing urban areas and a further 25 per cent through 

greenfield development. It is a long-term strategy for Auckland’s growth and development, and 

includes social, economic, environmental and cultural goals. 

 

The Auckland Plan is undergoing a refresh however the present document includes six 

transformational shifts, one of which is to ‘Radically improve the quality of urban living’. This also 

encapsulates that our network of parks and open spaces will need to continually grow and 

improve.2 The target to achieve this is to ‘Maintain and extend an integrated network of quality 

open spaces across the region that meet community needs and provide a diverse range of 

recreational opportunities by 2040’.3  

 

Pukekohe is a growth centre. A better connected and accessible transport system is critical to 

supporting growth centres and the incorporation of transport corridors will require integrated land-

use planning. An Auckland Plan transport target is to “Increase the proportion of people living 

within walking distance of frequent public transport stops from 14% (2011) to 32% by 2040”.4  

Open space is an important enabler to supporting walkability and liveability. 

 
Figure 2: South Auckland FUZ 

 

                                            
2
 Auckland Plan. Chapter 12 – Auckland’s physical and social infrastructure 

3
 Auckland Plan. Chapter 12 – One of seven targets found under Strategic Direction 12: Plan, deliver and   maintain quality 

infrastructure to make Auckland liveable and resilient 
4
 Auckland Plan, Chapter 13 – Strategic Direction 13 
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Figure 2 provides an example of a proposed transport network for the southern Future Urban 

Zone.5 It reflects the principles of a Transit Orientated Development (TOD) which supports 

compact, mixed-use developments near new or existing public transportation infrastructure 

(including open space). TODs also incorporate walking distances and describe the principle of 

‘walkable catchments’ a widely recognised and used planning concept in New Zealand and 

overseas.6 7  

 

 Auckland Unitary Plan 3.1.2

The Auckland Unitary Plan assists in delivering the Auckland Plan vision by providing a framework 

for how Auckland will meet its economic and housing needs. It does this by determining what can 

be built and where, how to create a higher quality and more compact Auckland, how to provide for 

rural activities, and how to maintain the marine environment. It also highlights the location of Future 

Urban Zones (including the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ) each of which will require a structure planning 

process. 8   

 

A structure plan provides a detailed examination of the opportunities and constraints relating to the 

land, its suitability for various activities and identifies levels of infrastructure including the provision 

of open space. 9 

 

The Auckland Unitary Plan contains five open space planning zones to regulate land-use activities 

appropriately.10 

(i) Open Space – Conservation Zone 

(ii) Open Space – Informal Recreation Zone 

(iii) Open Space – Sports and Active Recreation Zone 

(iv) Open Space – Civic Spaces Zone 

(v) Open Space – Community Zone. 

 

The majority of land currently zoned as open space is owned or administered by the Council or is 

owned by the Crown. Some privately owned land, such as golf courses are also zoned as open 

space. 

 

In addition to the specific policies that apply to each open space zone, the following policies apply 

generally to open space areas.  

H.7.3 Policies General.11 

1. Design, develop, manage and maintain open spaces to:  

 provide for the needs of the wider community as well as the needs of the community in 

which they are located 

 achieve the objectives for the open space zone 

 use resources efficiently and where appropriate be adaptable and multifunctional 

                                            
1 

5
 Supporting growth in the south Pukekohe, Drury, Paerata, Takanini 

6
 Ministry for the Environment 2009 

7
 Calthorpe 1993; Duany and Plater-Zyberk 1991 

8
 Auckland Unitary Plan ‘operative in part’ – Appendix 1 

9
 Future Urban Land Supply Strategy Refresh March/April 2017 

10
 Auckland Unitary Plan ‘operative in part’ – Chapter H7 

11
 Ibid 
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 provide for people of differing ages and abilities; 

 be safe and attractive to users 

 where appropriate for the zone, reflect the natural, heritage and landscape values of 

the area.  

 

2. Develop open spaces which reflect Mana Whenua values where appropriate, including 

through: 

 restoring and enhancing ecosystems and indigenous biodiversity, particularly taonga 

species 

 providing natural resources for customary use 

 providing opportunities for residents and visitors to experience Māori cultural heritage, 

while protecting Māori cultural heritage and sites 

 features of significance to Mana Whenua. 

 

3. Enable the provision of infrastructure necessary to service open spaces and recreation 

facilities. 

 

4. Enable the construction operation, maintenance, repair and minor upgrading of 

infrastructure located on open spaces. 

 

 Parks and Open Spaces Strategic Action Plan 2013  3.1.3

Auckland will change over the next 30 years and this presents challenges and opportunities for 

planning, developing and managing our parks and open spaces. A fast growing city inevitably also 

means greater diversity. People will use our parks and open spaces and will likely participate in a 

wider range of activities.  

 

The key challenge for Auckland is to provide for our growing population’s social and recreation 

needs while ensuring the special features and intrinsic values of our parks and open spaces are 

protected. We need to carefully balance these demands so that generations now and in the future 

continue to enjoy the parks and open spaces that make Auckland special. 

 

Figure 3 sets out the strategic framework found within the Parks and Open Spaces Strategic Action 

Plan. It highlights the focus over the next 10 years and builds on the Auckland Plan target to 

“Maintain and extend an integrated network of quality open spaces across the region that meets 

community needs and provides a diverse range of recreational opportunities by 2040”12 

                                            
12

 See supra note 3 
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Figure 3: POSSAP priorities 

 
 
The four principals guiding the planning for parks and open space at a regional network level are:  

i. Treasure our parks and open spaces 

ii. Enjoy our parks and open spaces 

iii. Connect our parks and open spaces 

iv. Utilise our parks and open spaces 

 

 Parks and Open Spaces Acquisition Policy 2013  3.1.4

This document sits below the Parks and Open Spaces Strategic Action Plan and provides policy 

guidance relating to acquisitions. It covers:  

 the reasons why we acquire land for parks and open space  

 the policies and legislation that influence us in acquiring parks and open space  

 the methods we use to fund and acquire land for parks and open space  

 how we will assess if land should be acquired for new parks and open space  

 how we prioritise opportunities to acquire land for parks and open space  

 when we consider disposing of parks and open space.  
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 Auckland Sport and Recreation Strategic Action Plan 2014  3.1.5

The Sport and Recreation Strategic Action Plan is a comprehensive plan for Auckland's sport and 

recreation sector. The focus of the 10 year plan is to get Aucklanders’ more active, more often. To 

support this, access to open spaces, harbours, coastlines, waterways and a fit-for-purpose network 

of facilities that enables physical activity, recreation and sport at all levels is required.  

 

Open space is in part met by the private sector however a large majority is provided and funded by 

the public sector through the acquisition, development and provision for operational costs. This 

enables the delivery of a range of open space activities including play parks, outdoor sports 

platforms and indoor community recreation and sport facilities. 

 

 Parks and Open Spaces Provision Policy 2016  3.1.6

The Open Space Provision Policy informs investment decisions to create a high quality open space 

network that contributes to Aucklanders’ quality of life. It provides direction on the provision of open 

space at a network scale (across multiple open spaces rather than an individual site). Provision is 

considered on the basis of four inter-related factors: 

i. function 

ii. distribution 

iii. location 

iv. configuration. 

 

The policy outlines the Council’s different approaches towards investment in open space in existing 

urban areas and in green-field developments. 

1. Existing urban area development: a focus on improvements to the existing network (range 

of services, improving linkages, optimisation, acquisitions to supplement existing sites). 

2. Green-field areas: focusses on the acquisition of new land that integrates with the existing 

network and meets the provision metrics within the policy. 

 

The council does not have a target for the provision of open space in general, such as a ratio of 

open space to population. Having a clear understanding of the purpose of an open space area is 

critical to understanding the range of opportunities and outcomes provided across the open space 

network. Therefore, the policy’s provision metrics focus on accessibility and proximity to open 

space and are based on a series of open space typologies, which relate to the function and/or 

scale as well as quantity. 

 

The six open space typologies that primarily achieve open space recreational and social outcomes 

include: 

 pocket parks 

 neighbourhood parks 

 suburb parks 

 destination parks 

 civic spaces 

 connection and linkages. 

 

The principal open spaces highlighted within this report are neighbourhood park (small local area 

parks) and suburb park (larger parks including sports parks) open spaces. Figure 4 sets out the 
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relationship between policy and provision of open space and provides an example of both 

neighbourhood park and suburb park provision within a residential zoned environment.  

 
Figure 4: Provision metrics and targets 

 
 

4 CURRENT STATE 

 

Open space provision is influenced by a range of factors including open space use by 

people. A major source of information therefore comes from demographic profiles and 

recreation and sport activity preferences.  

 

4.1 Area and Demographics 

 

The Franklin Local Board region covers almost 1200km2 area (the eastern coast of the Hauraki 

Gulf to the western coast of the Manukau Harbour and includes inland and coastal settlements 

such as the Awhitu Peninsula, Karaka, Ardmore, Clevedon, Whitford, Beachlands, Maraetai, 

Kawakawa Bay and Orere Point, as well as the townships of Pukekohe and Waiuku). The Franklin 

Local Board is divided into three subdivisions - Waiuku, Pukekohe and Wairoa and by land area is 

the second largest of Auckland’s 21 local boards.  

 

The 2013 New Zealand population census for the Franklin Local Board area was 65,322 people 

and 20,499 resided within the Pukekohe subdivision. The population estimate as at June 2016 was 

29,800,13 representing significant growth of 31 per cent over a three year period.  

 

The 2040 population forecast for the Pukekohe subdivision is 50,000 and the Auckland Plan 

accordingly identifies Pukekohe as a priority satellite town for development. Population growth and 

                                            
13

 Subnational Population Estimates: At 30 June 2016 (provisional)". Statistics New Zealand. 21 October 2016. Retrieved 21 October 
2016. For urban areas, "Subnational population estimates (UA, AU), by age and sex, at 30 June 1996, 2001, 2006-16 (2017 boundary)". 
Statistics New Zealand. 21 October 2016. Retrieved 21 October 2016. 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/browse_for_stats/population/estimates_and_projections/SubnationalPopulationEstimates_HOTPAt30Jun16.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistics_New_Zealand
http://nzdotstat.stats.govt.nz/wbos/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=TABLECODE7541
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistics_New_Zealand
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the rate of growth is a key driver when planning for future open space in the Pukekohe-Paerata 

Structure Plan area.  

 

The Pukekohe-Paerata Structure Plan area sits within the Pukekohe subdivision and covers 

3018ha. The area includes the 300ha Wesley development, the 1600ha of FUZ and 1118ha of 

existing suburban area. Figure 5 presents the five Census Area Units (CAU) within the Pukekohe 

subdivision. These include Paerata Cape-Hill, Pukekohe North, Pukekohe West, Bledisloe Park 

and Buckland. The most densely populated are Pukekohe West and Pukekohe North with 15,918 

residents and 78 per cent of the subdivision population.  

  
Figure 5: Census Area Units and Census 

 
 

 Demographic profile 4.1.1

Table 1 records the demographic profile for Pukekohe and compares it to the national 

demographic profile. Of particular interest is the ‘Variation’ column highlighting European, Maori, 

Pacific, Asian, Middle Eastern, Latin American and African (MELAA), Young adults and Primary 

age categories each recording a significant variation. When relating this to demand for open space, 

this signals a need to investigate further the open space and sport and recreation activity choices 

being made by these demographic cohorts.  

 
Table 1: Demographic profile comparison 

2013 Census & Demographic Profile Comparison 

Pukekohe 14  New Zealand 15  

Demographic 
Attribute 

Percentage Demographic 
Attribute 

Percentage Variation 

European 71.2% European 55.7% 15.5% 

                                            
14

 Data from Statistics New Zealand Census 2013 (http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census.aspx), Usually Resident Population, 
for meshblock 2013. This work is based on/includes Statistics New Zealand’s data which are licensed by Statistics New Zealand for re-
use under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence. 
15 Ibid 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census.aspx
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Maori 16.8% Maori 10.1% 6.7% 

Asian 8.6% Asian 21.7% 13.8% 

Pacific 6.6% Pacific 13.8%  

MELAA 0.4% MELAA 1.8%  

Other 1.6% Other 1.1%  

Young families 21.8% Young families 21.2% 

Older adults 17% Older adults 18.1% 

Young adults 8.8% Young adults 11.3% 

Primary 13.1% Primary 11% 

Older families 7.5% Older families 8.4% 

Early years 8.4% Early years 7.2% 

Secondary 7.2% Secondary 7.1% 

Young retirees 8.1% Young retirees 6.5% 

Older retirees 6.3% Older retirees 6.1% 

Tertiary 2.2% Tertiary 4.1% 

 

Note. The ethnicity totals add up to greater than 100% as people were able to identify with more than one ethnic group. 

 

Pukekohe is also home to more young people (37% under 25 years). In relation to open space, 

young people are traditionally high users of open space for sport and recreation and general play 

purposes.  

 

A further breakdown of the young people cohort records 22% (4635) of Pukekohe’s school aged 

population attends one of 10 schools:16 

 Four x full Primary Schools (aged 5-12 years) providing for 778 children (16.8%) 

 Two Contributing Schools (aged 5-11 years) providing for 1182 children (25.5%) 

 One Intermediate School providing for 659 children (14.2%) 

 One Secondary Schools year 7 – 15 providing for 304 children (6.6%) 

 One Secondary School year 9 – 15 providing for 1580 children (34.1%) 

 One Special School providing for 132 children (2.8%). 

 

Thinking about schools and the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ area, a Ministry of Education (MoE) school 

provision ratio indicator is one primary school per 2000 dwellings. Once the housing density and 

Future Urban Zoning of the structure plan area becomes known, we can apply this ratio to the 

1600ha Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ land area (refer 2.2.2 page 5) and estimate the demand for 

primary schools. Each primary school requires in the order of 3ha of land for a roll of between 600-

900 students. The open space opportunity here is to explore further and negotiate community 

access to primary school open space. 

 

                                            
16 Data sourced from the Ministry of Education directory of schools as at 5 November 2015 (https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/data-
services/directories/list-of-nz-schools).  

https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/data-services/directories/list-of-nz-schools
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/data-services/directories/list-of-nz-schools
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 High schools and open space 4.1.2

High school education facilities are provided on a different basis to primary schools and older 

students are expected to travel. These facilities are often associated with large open space areas 

including sports platforms (i.e. playing fields, asphalt surfaces) and indoor court facilities. 

Partnering with the MoE and schools at the early planning stages of the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ 

would be an important step-change in negotiating community access to school fields and facilities. 

Introducing the topic of community access to schools at the planning stages would send strong 

messages to residents about joined up planning and seeking out resource efficiencies. This 

approach would be an innovative and important part of the open space solution mix and supporting 

social well-being and recreation and sport outcomes. It is recommended that discussions be held 

with the MoE and local school boards of trustees to negotiate and plan for access to school open 

space and community facilities.  

 

4.2 Recreation and sport 

Community sport and recreation plays an important part in the wellbeing of people, and the service 

delivery of sport and recreation is largely reliant on publicly provided open space for sport 

platforms and community facilities. Sport and Recreation New Zealand (Sport NZ) is the 

government agency responsible for sport and recreation policy and funding. The Sport NZ 

outcomes include: 

 more young people engaging in more sport and recreation 

 more adults engaging in more sport and recreation and 

 more winners on the world stage. 

 

The Sport NZ vision for the future is for New Zealand to be the world’s most successful sporting 

nation.17 The strategic approach to achieve this is set out within Figure 6 below. 
 

Figure 6: Sport NZ Strategic Approach 

 
 

                                            
17

 Sport NZ Group Strategic Plan 2015-2020 
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 Benefits and targets for recreation and sport  4.2.1

Open space provides the basic building block towards engaging the community in sport and 

recreational activities and has wider benefits. The meta-analysis and scientific evidence is 

(moderate to) strong for the positive impacts of parks on: 

a) biodiversity (as measured through species richness) 

b) property prices 

c) physical activity and reduced obesity; and  

d) local cooling.  

 

The evidence base is moderate for other health-related benefits, namely contributions to stress 

reduction and improved self-reported health and mental health; and indirect health effects through 

reduced noise and cooling, and increased longevity.18 Open space also contributes to the 

enablement of ‘walkable catchments’ and increasing physical activity.19 20  

 

The importance of recreation and sport is highlighted within the series of targets set out in 

the Auckland Plan.21 The primary enabler to achieving this is the provision of open space: 

 increasing the number of school-aged children participating in organised sport and informal 

physical activities by 2040 

 increase the number of Aucklander’s actively participating in recreation and sport every 

week from 79 per cent to 90 per cent by 2040 

 grow the recreation and sport contribution to Auckland’s economy from $1.6 billion in 

2008/9 to $3.2 billion by 2040 

 increase the number of education facilities open for community group use by 2040 

 increase the number of hours that people volunteer in recreation and sport from 12 million 

hours to 14 million hours by 2040. 

 

Figure 7 provides a snapshot of the top 21 sport and recreation activities participated in by 

Pukekohe residents. 22  

 10 are mainly outdoor based and 10 are indoor (and 18.4% inactive) 

 Three require outdoor sports platforms (football, tennis, golf) 

 Walking, jogging/ running and cycling are significant activities and attract high participation 

numbers. 

                                            
18

 Cecil C. Konijnendijk ., Matilda Annerstedt., Anders Busse Nielsen., Sreetheran Maruthaveeran., Copenhagen & Alnarp.: Benefits of 

Urban Parks A systematic review A Report for IFPRA. January 2013. 
19

 Ministry for the Environment 2009 
20

 Calthorpe 1993; Duany and Plater-Zyberk 1991 
21

 The Auckland Plan. Strategic Direction 5: Auckland’s Recreation and Sport 
22

 Modelled participation using data sourced from the Active NZ report 2013/14 (http://www.sportnz.org.nz/managing-
sport/research/201314-active-nz-survey-2), New Zealand Secondary School Sport Council annual census 
(http://www.nzsssc.org.nz/school-sport-data/nzsssc-census-reports), and Statistics New Zealand, Census 2013, Usually Resident 
Population, for meshblock 2013 (http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census.aspx). 

http://www.sportnz.org.nz/managing-sport/research/201314-active-nz-survey-2
http://www.sportnz.org.nz/managing-sport/research/201314-active-nz-survey-2
http://www.nzsssc.org.nz/school-sport-data/nzsssc-census-reports
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census.aspx
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Figure 7: Top 21 sports 

 
 

The sport and recreation participation rates for will also have an impact on open space use and 

provision. In taking a sample of activities from Figure 7, and casting an eye over the other 

activities, Pukekohe’s participation rates are generally higher than the national average. 

 Walking is 1.2% lower within the Pukekohe area than the national average of 48% 

 Swimming is 1.3% higher than the national average of 13.8% 

 Jogging/running is 4.0% higher than the national average of 20.1% 

 Dance is 2.3% higher than the national average of 11.8% 

 Football is 1.3% higher than the national average of 7.8% 

 Boxing is 3% higher than the national average of 7.7% 

 Basketball is 1% higher than the national average of 6.3% 

 

Given walking for sport and leisure and jogging/running are amongst the top three activities within 

the Pukekohe subdivision, it is likely the footpath and road network will support these activities. 

Care and consideration will need to be taken in planning transport routes. We know that the North-

South transport system divides the area including the main railway line and Paerata Road through 

to Edinburgh Street. These routes will pose barriers and challenges to achieving an East-West 

active transport connection and also in linking the open space network. 

 

If we overlay the 2040 population forecast for the Pukekohe subdivision of 50,000 people we can 

estimate the levels of sport participation. A sample of four activities is presented within Table 2 

below and a corresponding open space hypothesis is provided.  
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Table 2: Open space hypothesis 

Forecast estimate of sport participation within the Pukekohe subdivision 

2013 sport 

participation 

2050 sports 

participation estimate  

Open space hypothesis 

52.3% of the Pukekohe 

subdivision residents 

participate in walking 

26,150 walkers There is a need to 

provide open space for 

walking activities as there 

will be a high demand 

16.2% of the Pukekohe 

subdivision residents 

participate in swimming 

8100 swimmers There is a need to 

provide open space for 

swimming activities as 

there will be a high 

demand 

11.3% of the Pukekohe 

subdivision residents 

participate in 

aerobics/yoga 

5650 aerobics/yoga There is a need to 

provide open space for 

aerobics/yoga activities 

as there will be a high 

demand 

6.6% of the Pukekohe 

subdivision residents 

participate in basketball 

3300 basketballers There is a need to 

provide open space for 

basketball activities as 

there will be a high 

demand 

 
With regard to the matter of open space and sports field demand, one of the conclusions from the 

Longdill and Associates report estimated that eight field hours per week was required for every 

1000 population in the five to 49 age group, 2.1 hours for competition and 5.9 hours for training.23 

This general rule of thumb can be used as a high level tool to estimate the number of sports 

platforms required within the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ.  

 

An accompanying study provided guidance to the development of sports fields and was assessed 

using an average number of hours over a 25 week winter use period.24 Table 3 sets out the range 

of sports field development options to consider in conjunction with the Longdill and Associates 

report findings. 

 

 

 

 

                                            
23

 Quantifying the Supply and Demand for Sports Fields in the Auckland Region (Prepared by Longdill and Associates for Auckland 
Council August 2011) 
1.1.1.1.1 

24
 Sport New Zealand: Guidance Document for Sports Field Development Revised October 2013 

 



18 Long form document template - green 

 

Table 3: Sports field options 

Average hours over a 25 week period 

Sports field options Hours per week 

Soil 6 – 14 

Sand 18 – 20 

Artificial 40 - 50 

 

If we were to apply this modelling to rugby, football and rugby league, this will go some way 

forward to providing a high level estimate of the type and quantum of outdoor sports platform 

required.  

 

From a land use planning perspective, the impact of the sport and recreation activity preferences 

on open space will be in determining the land use and zoning. For example there will be a demand 

for Open Space-Community Zone and Open Space-Sports and Active Recreation Zones within the 

Pukekohe-Paerata  FUZ. 

 

4.3 Current open space 

 

The specific areas within the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ that were reviewed as part of an open space 

assessment are highlighted within Figure 1 and include: 

i. The 300ha Wesley live zone development area located at the northern end of the 

Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ 

ii. The 1600ha FUZ in and around the five census area units of Buckland, Bledisloe Park, 

Pukekohe West, Pukekohe North, Paerata and Cape-Hill 

iii. The open space within the existing 1118ha Pukekohe central suburban area.  

 

 

 The 300ha Wesley live zone development  4.3.1

An open space assessment of this area was undertaken for case study purposes only, to test the 

Parks and Open Spaces Provision Policy tools within a live zone. 

 

Over the long term the Wesley development proposes up to 5000 new homes and delivered in 10 

stages across 300 ha of land and aims to include sport, recreation and rural features and facilities. 

The development is bordered by State Highway 22 and the main trunk rail line runs through it. A 

local town centre and rail station will also support the development. 5ha of neighborhood park and 

15km of off road walking and cycling paths aim to be provided. 

 

The first stage is underway and therefore this retrospective overview of open space planning is 

simply an exercise to look at the open space options for this area and is provided as a case study. 

By applying the Parks and Open Space Provision Policy tools to this development, the estimate of 

open space required is eight neighbourhood parks ranging in size from 0.3 – 0.5ha (2.4 - 4ha) and 

one suburb park ranging in size between 3-5ha (up to 10 for a sports park). At a high level, this is 

comparable to the 5ha of proposed neighbourhood park within the Wesley development however it 

is not clear about the status of the suburb park. 
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The 15km of off-road walking and cycle paths are consistent with a Greenways planning approach 

as these will play an important part in connecting spaces and places. This is also consistent with 

the Franklin Local Board’s staged approach to rolling out Greenways plans. As an aside it would 

advantageous to refresh the sequencing of this to include Greenways planning and connections 

from the Wesley development to the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ and existing suburban area. 

 

 Open space and Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ 4.3.2

Figure 8 (below) presents the Auckland Unitary Plan view of the 1600ha Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ 

(highlighted in yellow). The Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ wraps around the existing suburban area of 

Pukekohe.   

 

A map of existing open space gaps is attached as Appendix 1 (a) and Appendix 1 (b). It records a 

deficit of neighbourhood park and suburb park open space within the existing Pukekohe suburban 

area and will need to be taken into account as part of the open space planning for the Pukekohe-

Paerata FUZ. 

 

The open space opportunity here is not only the provision of new open spaces within the Future 

Urban Zone but also to demonstrate how to connect the proposed open spaces to the existing 

network.  

 

As part of initial open space planning, breaking the areas down into the five census area units of 

Buckland, Bledisloe Park, Pukekohe West, Pukekohe North, Paerata and Cape-Hill will assist in 

pin-pointing and addressing open space needs.  

 
Figure 8: Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ 
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The Pukekohe subdivision river system is in the order of 26km long and will require further 
exploring as to setting aside esplanade reserve land. The Resource Management Act 1991 
includes provisions regarding esplanade reserves. The Auckland Unitary Plan also sets out policy 
in relation to esplanade reserves and states that any subdivision involving the creation of sites less 
than 4 hectares and the proposed site adjoins the bank of a river or stream 3 metres or more in 
width (or any lake); an esplanade reserve of 20 metres in width is generally required.25  
 
The open space esplanade reserve requirements won’t be known until further investigations are 
undertaken however a high level preliminary estimate could require up to 52ha.  
 

 Existing suburban area  4.3.3

Figures for local park provision and estimates of local board populations were used to inform 

Auckland Council's Long-Term Plan Nov 2010 - June 2019. 26 The ratio of local parks to 

population27 for the Pukekohe central suburban area was 6.10ha per 1000 population. As a 

comparator, the Great Barrier Island Local Board was the largest with 42.68ha per 1000 head of 

population and the lowest was Albert Eden with 1.61ha per 1000 head of population. The average 

ratio was 9.87 and the median was 5.45. The open space provision within the Pukekohe central 

suburban area is above the median and below the mean.  

 

The Pukekohe central suburban area covers 1118ha. Table 4 highlights there are 75 units of open 

space totalling 125ha and ranging in size from 93m2 of Road Reserve to 120,000m2 (12ha) Sports 

Park. There are also existing neighbourhood park and suburb park open space gaps (Appendix 1 

(a) and Appendix 1 (b)) which will require further investigation.  

 

The 30 neighbourhood parks listed within Table 4 provide a range of activities. Seven offer play 

park equipment, most have trees and an area to kick a ball around and around 11 per cent may 

need reviewing as the classification may not be appropriate i.e. five storm water pond areas and 

three undeveloped areas.  These spaces also offer opportunities for development. 

 

Both the storm water and undeveloped land offer opportunities for improvement, in particular the 

open space surrounding the three storm water systems can be enhanced to add amenity value. 

This open space makes up seven per cent of the volume of open space overall and given its 

relationship to the water resource is able to make a different type of open space contribution e.g. 

wetland, provision for wading birds.  

 

Two factors affect sports platform participation rates in the Pukekohe area during winter months. A 

study records that28: 

 Resources towards a maintenance and renewal programme are required to mitigate the 29 

Full Field Equivalent (FFE) hours per week closure of fields due to weather  

 By 2021, Pukekohe will require an additional 29 FFE hours per week. (This equates to 

three additional full size soil based sports platforms to keep up with forecast population 

growth and will require in the order of 3ha).  

 

                                            
25 Auckland Unitary Plan Operative in Part. E38.7.3.2. Subdivision establishing an esplanade reserve  
26

 http://nzta.govt.nz/assets/projects/completing-wrr/docs/docs-enquiry/board/exhibit-11.pdf 
27

 The 2013 census for the Pukekohe subdivision was 20,499 
28

 Quantifying the Supply and Demand for Sports Fields in the Auckland Region (Prepared by Longdill and Associates for Auckland 
Council August 2011) 
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Pukekohe is also identified as a sport and recreation hub and attracts residents from surrounding 

subdivisions (and wider) who engage and recreate in the area. Pukekohe also provides a range of 

large community recreation and sport facilities including an indoor swimming pool, indoor sports 

centre, artificial hockey turfs, netball facilities, tennis courts and rugby stadium. 

 

Table 4: Pukekohe central open space 

Open Space 

Category 

Units of 

Open Space M2 Hectares 

Accessway 3 4,768 0.48 
Civic Squares & 
Plazas 2 3,815 0.38 
Esplanades & 
Coastal 4 53,495 5.35 

Local Park 1 10,789 1.08 

Natural Spaces 1 23,832 2.38 

Neighbourhood 30 534,196 53.42 

Open Cemetery 2 66,434 6.64 

Recreation Facility 1 15,471 1.55 

Road Reserve 11 11,932 1.19 

Sports Park 5 427,247 42.72 

Stormwater 3 54,778 5.48 

Undeveloped 12 41,616 4.16 

 
75 1,248,373 124.84 

 

There are two high quality playing surface venues within the Pukekohe area including ECOLight 

Stadium - home of the Counties Manukau Steelers rugby team and Rosa Birch Park artificial turf 

hockey stadium. Both facilities are available for day to day community sport purposes however 

they have restricted access and use. 

 

Both summer and winter sports are predominantly played at Nga Hau E Wha Marae, Colin Lawrie 

Fields, Rosa Birch Park, Bledisloe Park, Franklin A&P Showgrounds and Growers Stadium. 22 

sports platforms are marked out for summer sports and 131 sports platforms are marked out for 

winter. There are also 15 netball courts, 21 tennis courts, indoor sports centre, indoor swimming 

pool and squash centre. 

 

 Quality of open space  4.3.4

A survey of 20 Pukekohe subdivision open spaces was conducted in 201729. The results set out a 

range of points for further consideration as well as benchmarking opportunities from which to 

gauge and improve the open space network. A summary of top of the line results is presented 

below. 

  

 609 surveys with a margin of error of +/- 3.96% for a 50% score at the 95% confidence 

level. 

 62% of respondents living in the Franklin Local Board area visit a neighbourhood park. 

 Overall, 86% were Satisfied or Very Satisfied with their neighbourhood park. 

                                            
29

 Auckland Council Franklin Local Board Neighbourhood Parks Research Results. March 2017 
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 70% of respondents felt that neighbourhood parks played some or a large role in terms of 

their overall recreational mix. 

 79% of respondents considered that neighbourhood parks were Valuable or Very Valuable 

to their community. 

 69% of respondents considered that neighbourhood parks were Valuable or Very Valuable 

to them. 

 86% of respondents indicated that they visited their neighbourhood park with someone 

else, 70% of respondents visiting with between 1 and 4 others. 

 48% of respondents who visit a local park walk to the park while 44% drive. 

 52% of respondents have visited a destination park in Auckland in the last 12 months. The 

most popular parks visited were Cornwall Park (34%) and Auckland Domain (31%). 

 46% of people stated that they didn’t have a neighbourhood park within a short distance 

from their home or were unsure. 

 51% of respondents who visited other parks in the local area would visit between 1-2 other 

parks, while an additional 33 per cent would visit three-four other parks in the local area. 

 26% of respondents visited their closest neighbourhood park as well as other parks in the 

Franklin Local Board area. 

 56% of respondents said that they were Satisfied or Very Satisfied with the number, size 

and location of neighbourhood parks in their suburb 

 21% of respondents were Dissatisfied or Very Dissatisfied with the number, size and 

location of neighbourhood parks in their area. 

 54% of respondents living in the Franklin Local Board area considered that they had a 

neighbourhood park within a short walk of their home. 

 The level of satisfaction with neighbourhood park(s) visited was similar for all ages, with the 

exception of those aged 44-54 and those aged 65 years and older who were more likely to 

be Very Satisfied/Satisfied. 

 3% were  very dissatisfied 

 

 Quantity and quality 4.3.5

By drawing together the results of ‘Section 4 Current state’, we have been able to gain insights to 

the provision, users and uses of open space. To this point, the report records: 

 the four areas of open space interest (Wesley, Future Urban Zone, Existing urban area, 

river system esplanades) including the CAUs within the Pukekohe-Paerata urban area 

 local area demographics and users of open space 

 school settings as possible open spaces and the number of young people 

 the benefits of open space 

 current levels of sport and recreation participation and preferred sport activities 

 an example of hypothesis and a forecast of open space and sport activity 

 an example of tools to determine sport field demand and community facilities 

 the current volume and range of open spaces 

 provides an example of the volume of open space compared to other local boards 

 an interpretation of the existing open space network and examples of areas for 

improvement 

 provides an example of quality of open space as assessed by community users 
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5 INTEGRATION AND TECHNICAL PROVISIONS 

5.1 Guidance Notes 

 

The following guidance notes inform and guide the strategic policy and operational direction of 

council when planning for the provision of Auckland’s parks and open spaces. 

 

 Neighbourhood and suburb park definition 5.1.1

The definition of a neighbourhood park and suburb park is: 

(a) Neighbourhood parks (and civic spaces) provide basic informal recreation and social 

opportunities within a short walk of surrounding residential areas. New neighbourhood 

parks are typically between 0.3 to 0.5 hectares. They consist of mainly flat land, so they can 

provide for a wide range of activities in a small area. They are located as nodes along open 

space corridors to provide for a wider range of activities.30  

(b) Suburb parks provide a variety of informal recreation and social experiences for residents 

from across a suburb. They are located in prominent locations and help form the identity of 

a suburb. Suburb parks will often accommodate organised sport facilities, such as sports 

fields. New suburb parks are typically 3 to 5ha if providing for informal recreation uses only 

and up to 10ha or larger if also accommodating organised sport uses.31 

 

 Neighbourhood and suburb park acquisition timing 5.1.2

Not all types of open space are suitable for early acquisition. The purpose and characteristics of 

each type of park dictate when they should be acquired. 

(a) Neighbourhood parks 

 Neighbourhood parks are usually acquired in the final stage of the development cycle. 

They are not suitable for early acquisition. 

 The purpose of a neighbourhood park is to serve a specific catchment of the community 

being developed. This means that optimal locations can only be determined once the 

shape and density of each new neighbourhood is finalised. 

  

(b) Sports and suburb parks 

 Sports and suburb parks are suitable for acquisition at the very earliest stages of the 

development cycle. 

 The large catchment areas of these parks mean general locations can be determined 

early, based on their inclusion in the relevant area structure plan. 

 Final locations depend on the identification of suitable land (i.e. flat useable space, 

proximity to transport infrastructure). 

 Early acquisition of these parks provides certainty for developers and can help form the 

identity of the neighbouring community. 

 

                                            
30

 Open Space Provision Policy June 2016 
31

 Ibid 
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 Integrated parks and open space network philosophy 5.1.3

One of the four areas of focus of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategic Action Plan is to ‘connect 

our parks and open spaces’ 

We will focus on visually and physically connecting Auckland’s network of parks, open 

spaces and streets to create opportunities for people to move around the city and to 

enhance our native biodiversity. We will enhance accessibility so that all Aucklanders can 

easily access and enjoy the opportunities our parks and open spaces have to offer.32  

 

This philosophy guides council’s design of parks and open space and sets priorities for the next 10 

years including to:  

• Create greenways across Auckland – connect our parks, streets and esplanade reserves 

with a network of walkways, cycle ways and trails to make moving around neighbourhoods 

easy, whether visiting the local shops, going to school or getting out for some exercise.  

• See our streets as places – streets are increasingly an integral part of Auckland’s open 

space network and green, pedestrian and cycle friendly design can help create attractive 

and vibrant urban landscapes while ensuring people can easily get around without using 

cars.  

• Create a regional trail network – plan and develop a network of trails for walking, cycling, 

and paddling which form an integrated regional network that showcases the best Auckland 

has to offer.  

• Connect our natural areas – connect natural areas allows wildlife to move through the 

region, protects our landscape, maintains Auckland’s hydrology and enhances our 

biodiversity. We will focus on enhancing waterways and streams, wetlands and esplanade 

reserves. We will identify areas to target revegetation and ecological restoration initiatives 

to maximise the benefits to Auckland’s biodiversity.  

• Link with the transport network – the relationship between open space and the transport 

network will become more important as the city grows. Our open spaces link with streets to 

form routes for pedestrians and cyclists and we need to maximise synergies with the 

transport network in ways that enhance our open spaces. Parks and open spaces draw 

people from around the region and people will get to our sports facilities, beaches, large 

parks and events must be considered. 

 

5.2 Park and open space network provision planning 

 

Within existing urban areas council is also developing open space network plans that will give 

effect to the Parks and Open Spaces Strategic Action Plan. It is intended they will be prepared for 

all local board areas and will identify actions to improve local parks and open spaces in response 

to local diversity and preferences. Open space network plans have been prepared for the 

Henderson-Massey and Mangere-Otahuhu Local Boards.  

 

5.3 Walking distance and proxy  

 

Measured walking distances are used as provision targets for neighbourhood and suburb parks. 

The actual walking distance a user would need to travel to access the open space should be used 

                                            
32

 Parks and Open Spaces Strategic Action Plan 2013 
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when assessing these targets. If it is not possible to identify actual walking distances, such as in 

the early stages of planning for green-field developments (i.e. Future Urban Zone areas), then 

radial distances should be used as proxies for walking distances (refer Table 5 below).33 
 

Table 5: Walking distance and proxy 

  Walking distance Radial distance 

proxy 

Neighbourhood 

Park 

High and Medium density 400m 300m 

Low density 600m 450m 

Suburban Park 
High and Medium density 1000m 750m 

Low density 1500m 1125m 

 

Council does not use an open space to population ratio of provision. However, the density of 

residential zoning selected in structure planning effects the amount of private open space. This in 

turn can alter the preferred size of public parks as explained in Table 6 below, with the result that 

as zoning density increases, the size of individual parks should increase to partially offset 

decreasing private open space. 

 

The structure plan process will include consideration of transport. The Auckland Plan identifies a 

10 minute walk as an example of an easy walking distance, but notes there will be variations on 

this based on the size, role and function of different centres in the region. When detailed planning 

is undertaken for these centres, the actual walkable catchment will be refined to reflect any 

accessibility constraints to these centres. Figure 9 provides a spatial relationship example of street 

layout, centres, residential housing, transport and open space within a 10 minute walking 

distance.34 The provision of open space also enables connecting walkable catchment spaces 

together. 

 
Figure 9: Walkable catchments 

 

 

                                            
33

 Park and Open Spaces Provision Policy 2016 
34

 Auckland Plan. Chapter 10 
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5.4 Park open space provision targets 

 

The Parks and Open Spaces Provision Policy 2016 sets out an expected size range for new 

pocket, neighbourhood and suburb parks (refer Table 6). While the footprint of activities or facilities 

to be accommodated will primarily determine the size of a park.  

 

The table also sets out other factors which should be considered when deciding whether a park at 

the smaller or larger end of the range is appropriate. 
 

Table 6: Open space provision 

 Smaller 

0.1ha pocket park 

0.3ha neighbourhood park 

3ha suburb park 

Larger 

0.15ha pocket park 

0.5ha neighbourhood park 

5-10ha suburb park 

Proximity of similar open 

space 

Next neighbourhood park 

or suburb park is located 

closer than the walking 

distance target 

Next neighbourhood park or 

suburb park is located at or 

further than the walking 

distance target  

 

Amenity of surrounding 

area 

There is a variety of other 

open space (e.g. green 

infrastructure, conservation) 

nearby, or the area has 

attractive outlook (views, 

coastal aspect)  

 

There is little other open 

space (e.g. green 

infrastructure, conservation) 

nearby and the area does 

not have any notable outlook 

(views, coastal aspect)  

 

Density of surrounding 

development 

Small proportion of the park 

catchment is medium or high 

density  

 

Large proportion of the park 

catchment is high or medium 

density  

 

Usability Adjoining land uses are 

compatible with park 

experiences, only small 

areas are required as buffer 

or transition space  

 

Adjoining land uses 

adversely affect park 

experiences, significant 

areas are required as buffer 

or transition space  

 

Topography Topography is generally flat 

and can provide for a range 

of activities without 

modification  

 

Contains areas of steep 

topography which limits the 

range of activates the park 

can accommodate without 

modification being required 

(retaining, re-contouring  
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Contiguity Parks adjoining other open 

space, such as conservation, 

connection or green 

infrastructure land  

Discrete, stand-alone parks  

 

 

5.5 Process of Integration 

 

The development of additional neighbourhood and suburb parks needs an integrated planning 

approach. An example of this may include taking into account the following open space related 

spaces and activities: 

 sites of ecological significance 

 sites of geological significance 

 heritage areas including sites of value and sites of significance 

 rivers, tributaries and wetlands 

 transport systems 

 storm water systems 

 crime prevention through environmental design 

 terrain, landscape, multifunctional space, flood plains 

 differentiating recreational open space and green infrastructure 

 school provision. 

 

Open space provision is important infrastructure however as a priority for investment may be 

ranked lower in comparison to other elements. The three major infrastructure investments orient 

around geotechnical, transport and storm water: 

(a) the geotechnical conditions dictate what can be built and where and how easily 

(b) transport investment towards transport hubs 

(c) storm water solutions and cost. 

 

Once the above infrastructure items are identified more clearly, they may offer opportunities for 

open space planning, development and leverage. 

 

6 CONSTRAINTS 

The main constraints for parks and open space within the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ include:  

• the two major North-South transport routes (Paerata Road through to Edinburgh Street 

and railway line) will form a barrier to an East - West walkable route 

• the terrain, riparian margins and response to storm water management will constrain open 

space land development options whilst at the same time present an opportunity to create 

off-road recreational walkways/cycle-ways where appropriate, although the acquisition of 

some additional land may be required to facilitate their development.  
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7 OPPORTUNITIES 

A list of opportunities for open space planning and development are set out below and 

provide valuable insights to articulating the landscape, design and location of parks. 

 Identify, recognise and celebrate the historic heritage of the Franklin Local Board area. 

 Heritage is a representation of our past, but likewise it can shape our future. 

 We value and want to see: 

 Healthy and diverse ecosystems of plants and animals 

 Auckland’s ecosystems are functioning and healthy 

 Priority ecosystems and species managed effectively 

 Threatened species flourishing in natural habitats 

 Significant sites of indigenous biodiversity protected 

 Nature connected across Auckland in linkages and sequences. 

 Enhance ephemeral and intermittent streams as they are of high ecological value. 

 Enhance the degraded streams while balancing the floodplain function and flood risk 

whilst optimising the development yield. 

 Where streams have ecological interest, the minimum of 10m esplanade is required. 

Where streams have ecological interest and/or a flood plain contributes to a storm water 

solution, then a minimum of 10m plus an additional 10m (or more) of esplanade may be 

required. However, there may be opportunities to exceed these minimum standards to 

achieve broader amenity outcomes e.g. connectedness, utilisation. 

 Investigate how to incorporate open space elements associated with restoration, 

recognising the area, celebrating the area, understanding the area, reflecting its 

identity, growing appropriate fauna, identify areas for protection and preservation.  

 Articulate open space use and purpose e.g. sport, recreation, open space as commons, 

lungs of the area, spaces to socialise and work together, learn tolerance, develop 

relationships, demonstrate acts of kindness, develop social contract skills, to be 

considerate of others, to support health and wellbeing, build/ strengthen community, 

barbeque opportunities. 

 Identify how urban forests can contribute to management of carbon emissions.  

 Encourage and enable mana whenua to contribute to defining cultural landscape and 

practices.  

 Explore how open space can leverage off the storm water detention system provision e.g. 

strategic co-location of open space. 

 Leverage off Transit Oriented Design locations e.g. retail, parks, day care, civic services 

and transit, recreation; to reinforce opportunities for active transport. 

 Highlight (if any) open spaces that may contribute to supporting wild life corridors.  
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8 INITIAL RECOMMENDATION AND OPEN SPACE REQUIRED 

8.1 Context and recommendation 

 

The strategic and land-use planning context informs Auckland Council’s parks and open space 

provision planning. To realise Auckland’s vision to be a world class city where talent wants to live, 

our network of parks and open spaces will need to continually grow and improve. The target to 

achieve this is to ‘Maintain and extend an integrated network of quality open spaces across the 

region that meet community needs and provide a diverse range of recreational opportunities by 

2040’. 

 

Subject to additional planning detail about the Pukekohe-Paerata structure plan area, the principal 

open spaces highlighted within Table 7 below are neighbourhood park and suburb park open 

spaces. The figures proposed within Table 7 reflect the application of the council’s park and open 

space planning tools to the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ area based on what is known about the area at 

this time. It includes consideration of projected population growth and presents an estimate of 

proposed parks and open spaces for the area to enable public discussion and feedback. 

 

8.2 Subdivision stages and initial open space recommendation 

 

The indicative high level estimate of neighbourhood park and suburb park open space required is 

presented within Table 7 below and Appendix 2 provides a map of open space gaps. 

 Up to 58 additional neighbourhood parks may be required ranging in size between 0.3-

0.5ha and amounting to between 17.4 - 29ha 

 Up to 7 additional suburb parks may be required ranging in size between 3-5ha large (and 

up to 10ha) amounting to between 21 – 50ha 

 Additional green corridor and esplanade may also be required and a preliminary estimate 

amount of up to 52ha (further assessment is required). 
 

Table 7: Indicative open space required 

 Neighbourhood Parks 
ranging in size from 0.3 – 
0.5ha 

Suburb Parks  (3 – 5ha 
for both sports and 
informal recreation uses 
and up to 10ha for 
organised sport) 

Wesley 

Part of the Wesley precinct is 

commenced development. 

This open space assessment 

is a retrospective review of the 

wider 300ha Wesley live zone 

development. 

 

Up to eight additional 

neighbourhood parks 

required ranging in size from 

between 0.3 – 0.5ha (2.4 - 

4ha) 

 

Requires one suburb park 

ranging in size from 

between 3-5ha and up to 

10ha for organised sport 

(3-10ha) 

Future Urban Zone 

The 1600 Future Urban Zone 

 

Up to 40  additional 

 

Up to five additional 
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area forms part of five census 

area units including Buckland, 

Bledisloe Park, Pukekohe 

West, Pukekohe North, 

Paerata and Cape-Hill.  

neighbourhood parks are 

required ranging in size from 

between 0.3 – 0.5ha (12 - 

20ha) 

suburb parks required 

ranging in size from 

between 3-5ha and up to 

10ha for organised sport 

(15-30ha) 

Existing Suburban  

The existing 1118ha suburban 

area includes 75 units of open 

space totalling 125ha, 

however requires additional 

open space 

 

Up to 10 neighbourhood 

parks required ranging in size 

from between 0.3-0.5ha (3-

5ha) 

 

An additional suburb park 

is required ranging in size 

between 3-5ha and up to 

10ha for organised sport 

(3-10ha) 

 

8.3 Other points 

 

In addition to 8.2 above, the following points are an overview of the comments made within this 

report. 

1. By using an integrated planning model, over the longer term this will contribute to providing 

an efficient and effective open space network that leverages off other open space related 

activities. 

2. There are opportunities to articulate the broader landscape e.g. to recognise, celebrate, 

identify, learn, grow and protect open space related elements associated with waterways, 

heritage and ecology. 

3. Need to provide open space continuity as there are opportunities for open space integration 

with e.g. proposed schools, waterway esplanades, transit areas, town centres.  

4. Developing walking and cycling routes within the structure plan area is a priority. To support 

this there is an opportunity to review the Franklin Local Board greenways planning to 

reprioritise Pukekohe-Paerata over the proposed Waiuku greenways plan. 

5. There is an opportunity to work with the Ministry of Education in planning for the location of 

its proposed school infrastructure including playing fields and access to facilities. 

6. Not all types of open space are suitable for early acquisition. The purpose and 

characteristics of each type of park dictate when they should be acquired. Neighbourhood 

parks are usually acquired in the final stage of the development cycle and sports and 

suburb parks are suitable for acquisition at the very earliest stages of the development 

cycle. 

 

Furthermore, there are a number challenges and drivers impacting current and future provision of 

open space and the following points are also made: 

 That the quality of open space connection within the existing network needs to be 

improved. 

 Refine the quantity and location of new open space needed and ensure connections are 

developed to the existing network. 

 It is important the Pukekohe-Paerata FUZ provides access to a network of quality open 

spaces including informal recreation, organised sport, civic amenity and conservation 

purposes. 

 The location of the parks should be along existing green corridors (including integrating the 

major streams), in order to provide the backbone of a connected open space network. The 
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location of each park should be in accordance with criteria outlined in Council’s Open 

Space Provision Policy 2016. 

 That walking and cycling routes are vital to walkable catchments and to encouraging 

healthy active lifestyles.  

 The 10 minute walkable catchment should incorporate open space and demonstrate its 

relationship to key infrastructure elements including sport and recreation, play parks, 

transport hubs, town centres and community facilities. It should also highlight any 

accessibility constraints. 
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APPENDIX 1 (a) 

Pukekohe Township & NEIGHBOURHOOD Park Gaps 
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APPENDIX 1 (b) 

Pukekohe Township & SUBURB Park Gaps 
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APPENDIX 2 



 

 

 

 

 

To find out more phone 09 301 0101  
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